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Initially, a literature review was performed to identify PROs in pan-
creatic cancer. 

Based on the results of the literature review and their clinical experti-
se, the Scientific Committee elaborated a list of PROs that was sub-
sequently presented to healthcare professionals and patients. 

Two nominal groups with healthcare professionals (n=10 oncologists, 
n=4 hospital pharmacists, n=2 nurses) and 6 semi-structured inter-
views with patients were conducted to establish the most valuable 
PROs (consensus ≥75% participants agree). 

Finally, the Scientific Committee determined the inclusion or did not 
of those PROs that not achieve consensus among nominal groups 
and semi-structured interviews (Figure 1). 

RESULTS
A total of 49 disease-related signs and symptoms and/or its treatment 
that could be self-reported by the patient were identified during the Li-
terature review (n=45) and by the Scientific Commitee (n=4). During no-
minal groups and semi-structured interviews 16 PROs were identified 
as the most significant. Of them, 6 reached consensus in both nominal 
groups and 9 were also considered valuable by patients. Finally, the 
Scientific Committee selected 14 PROs (Figure 2 and Figure 3). 
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INTRODUCTION 
Systematic collection of patient-reported outcomes (PROs) is of increa-
sing importance in cancer care since it improves symptom control1  and 
patient-physician communication2. Given the poor prognosis of pan-
creatic cancer, accurate monitoring of symptoms becomes critical to 
improve patient outcomes, health status and care. 

OBJECTIVE
This project aims to reach consensus on the most significant PROs in 
pancreatic cancer, from both patients and healthcare professionals’ 
perspectives, to be collected in clinical practice. 

METHODS

Scientific Committee
The project was led by a Scientific Committee composed by 5 experts 
on pancreatic cancer management (n=3 oncologists, n=1 hospital phar-
macist, n=1 nurse). 

Phases of the project 
Phases of the project are shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1. Phases of the project.
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Figure 2. Identification and selection of most relevant PROs. 

CONCLUSIONS
The findings of the present project are the first step to implement 
the systematic collection of PROs that may enhance patient care 
and patient-physician communication in clinical practice. 
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Figure 3. Agreed PROs selected to be systematically collected 

LR: Literature Review; SC: Scientific Committe; PROs: Patient Reported 
Outcomes
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